Lipscomb students Haylo Puente and Joseph Seeman hang out on the school’s new playground. Photo by Robert Bunch

FULLY EQUIPPED

Parents, teachers and neighbors banded together to make sure
Lipscomb students have a place to play

Anyone who recently has driven along
the streets of Junius Heights probably has
noticed a few new splashes of color decorating
the grounds of Lipscomb Elementary School.
The bright blues and greens and reds make
the school’s new playground equipment hard
to miss, and Lipscomb students spent the last
portion of their school year enjoying every swing
and slide and monkey bar during recess.

The new playground was a long time com-
ing. The former wooden equipment had been
installed in the 1980s, and after about 20 years
had grown unsafe for children. A few years
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ago, the Lipscomb PTA began raising money to
replace it and ultimately wound up with nearly
$6,000 thanks to carnivals, T-shirt sales and
the snow cones that stained students’ mouths
and clothes every Friday afternoon.

But Lipscomb principal Yolanda Gonzalez
knew that the PTA alone could not raise enough
money to give the children the playground they
deserved. She had a hunch that the Swiss
Avenue Historic District Association, which
donated the first set of playground equipment
to Lipscomb in the 1980s, might be willing to
help once again.

Gonzalezknew thatJon Dahlander,
who works for Dallas ISD, lives on
Bryan Parkway within the historic
district, so she approached him,
saying: “You know, we really need
a new playground. If you can find
some money in your budget to make
a donation, then it would certainly
be appreciated,” Dahlander says.

That was in 2003. The association
noted Gonzalez’ request, and that fall
voted to spend $6,000 of the funds
it raised from its Mother’s Day home
tour on newer, safer playground
equipment for Lipscomb students.

“It's really a wonderful
way fo give back to
our community, and

Lipscomb Elementary has

played a vital role in our

neighborhood since it was
opened in the 1920s.”

“It’s really a wonderful way to
give back to our community, and
Lipscomb Elementary has played
a vital role in our neighborhood
since it was opened in the 1920s,”
says Tom Bonifield, who headed
up the association committee that
determined how the funds would be
spent and donated.

Lipscomb was able to use the
association’s donation to per-
suade other groups for matching
funds, Bonifield says. With the
Dallas Exchange Club also step-
ping up to the plate and donating
$6,000, the school raised $18,000
and purchased the equipment this
year. Lipscomb settled on modular
equipment, which will allow the
school to easily build onto its play-
ground year after year. Landscaping
was finished in late April, and the
school held a formal playground
dedication recently.

“The donation from Swiss Avenue
Historic District is such a boost to
our efforts,” Gonzalez says. “We’re
excited about the possibility of
forming a permanent partnership
with the district.” — RITA COOK

6359 Monticello Avenue
3 Bedroom/3 Bath/2 Fireplaces /2 Car Garage

Gorgeous, remodeled M-street beauty located on an oversized lot with mature trees. Lovely
hardwoods, stone floors, original plaster moldings. Kitchen has gas cooktop, stainless appli-
ances, granite counters, exquisite cabinetry. Kitchen is open to breakfast and family room
and has view to flagstone patio and backyard. The Master has vaulted ceiling, his and hers
walk-in closets, adjoining study. Large Master Bath has jetted tub and large walk-in shower.
Split sunroom/gameroom is flanked by 2 additional large bedrooms. Pool-sized yard. Ample
storage. 3525 square feet per DCAD.
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Offered for $594,000

For more information or to arrange
a private showing please contact:
Julie Ennis Sliva, ABR, GRI
972.380.7877

David Sacks, ABR
972.949.2253

Carolyn Sacks
972.733.5207
ur Source For Historic Homes And Properties Of Architectural Interest
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